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MEMOIRS of the late Mr. BAKEWELL, of Disutey. 
OBERT BAKEWELL, the moft fuccefsful and cele- 


brated experimental farmer ever known in England,.was 
born at Difbley, in Leicefterfhire, about the year 1725 of 6. 
His grandfather and father had refided on the fame eftate fince 
the beginning of the prefent century 3 and his father, who died 
about the year 1760, had always the reputation of being one 
of the moft ingenious and able farmers of his neighbourhood. 
Mr. Bakewell having conducted the Dithley farm feveral 
years before the deceafe “of his father, began, about forty years 
fince, that courfe of experiments which has procured him fuch 
extenfive fame. He originally adopted a principle g priori, of 
which all the experience of his future life evinced the pro- 
priety. Having remarked that domeftic animals in general 
produce others pofleffing qualities nearly fimilar totheir own, 
he conceived he had only to feleét from the moft valuable 
breeds. fuch as promifed to return the greateft poflible emolue 
ment to the breeder, and that he fhould then be able, by careful 
attention to progreflive improvements, to produce a rce of 
fheep, or other animals, poflefing a maximum of advantage. 
Under the influence of this excellent notion, Mr. Bakewell 
made excurfions into different parts of England, to infpect the 
various breeds, and to afcertain thofe which were beft adapted 
to his purpofes, and the moft valuable of their kinds. 
His next ftep was to feleét and purchafe the beft of all the 
forts wherever they could be found; and this felection, the 
Vou, XXVI. 664. 3 F refule 
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refult of feveral years experience, was the original ftock from 
which he afterwards propagated hi. own. 

This excellent ground- work was alone foftered to its prefent 
unrivalled perfection by the perfeverin g ingenuity and induftry 
of Mr. Bakewell; like the immortal Newto on, what his genius 
had conceived he happily poffeffed the patient induftry to exes 
cute. 

About the year 1760, Mr. Bakewell fold his fheep by pri. 
vate contract, at not more than two or three guineas each. 
Some time afterwards, he began to let fome of his rams, and 
for afew feafons received only fifteen fhillings, and a guinea 
a piece for them ; but as the fame of his breed extended iifelf, 
he advanced his prices, and, by the year 1770, was enabled to 
let fome of his rams for the feafon for twenty-five guinea 
Since that time the prices and credit of his ftock have been 
progreffively increafing 5 and of late years, fingle rams have 
been let for the feafon for the enormous prices of “fous hundred 
guineas and wreeer - Itisa fact, which has no former exam- 
ple, that one ram, called the two pounder, produced in one 
feafon, the fum of eight hundred guineas, independant of ewes 
of Mr. Bakewell’s own ftock, which at the fame rate would 
have made a total, the produce of a fingle ram—of twelve 
hundred guineas. 

Every ‘Branch of the agricultural artis more or lefs indebted 
to the fortunate genius and original mind of Mr. Bakewell. 
Ve dire&ted his attention, however, the moft fuccefsfully to the 
improvement of the fheep known by the name of the Difhley, 
or New Leicefterthire ; to long horned cattle, and to ftrong 
horfes of the black breed, fuitable for the harnefs and the 
army. Theimprovement of pigs and the cultivation of the 
beft winter food for cattle, had latterly engaged his attention, 
2nd he had proved himfelf ufeful to the public by introducing 
isto practice the Rooding of meadows. The race of Difhley 
fheep are known by the finencfs of their bones and flefh, the 
JightnefS of the offal, the difpofition to quietnefs, and, con- 
fequent!y, to mature and fatten with lefs food than other fheep 
of equal weight and value, Mr, Bakewell improved his black 
horfes by an “attention to the form which is beft adapted to 
theirufe. His ftallions have been let for the feafon for one 
hundred guineas and upwards. About ten years fince, he 
exhibited his famous black horfe to the King, and many of the 
Nobility, in the Court- fe rd at St. James’ s. His long-horned 
cattle have been charaCterife d by properties fimilar to thofe of his 
facep, viz. for the finenefs of the bone and fleth, the lightnefs of 
the 
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the offal, and the difpofition to fatten. Ina word, no com- 
petitorever had the temerity to vie with him in his horfes and 
cattle ; and his fheep continue univerfally unrivalled, notwith- 
ftanding the competitions excited at various times by motives 
of intereft or envy. 

In this place it may be worth while to infest the following 
ftatement of the prices given at two leading auctions for ftock 
bred, from Mr. Bakewell’s. Thefe great prices, as well as 
the prices which thefe articles always maintain, are the moft 
indubitable proofs of the high opinion which the beft and 
mott interefted judges entertain of Mr, Bakewell’s merit. 

The firft fale which we advertto was that of Mr. Fowler, 
of Rollwright, in Oxfordfhire. This gentlemen had com- 
menced his breeding fpeculation with a couple of cows, and a 
bull which he hired of Mr. Bakewell. After his death, one 
article of his live ftock, the horned cattle, fold for a value 
equal to that of the fee-fimple of his farm! Fifteen head 
alone of bulls and cows fold for two thoufand four hundred 
and fixty four pounds, or at the rate of one hundred and fixty= 
four pounds each ! 

The other au€tion was that of Mr. Paget, at Ibftock. Mr. 
Paget had been many years the intimate friend, and in the 
breeding fociety, 2 very eminent and fuccefsful colleague of 
Mr. Bakewell. The fale of his ftock was, therefore, looked 
up to with much eagernefs by the public. At this fale, one 
bull fold for the fum of four hundred guineas, (anda fixth 
fhare of the fame has fince been fold for one hundred,) and a 
two year old heifer for eighty-fgqur ! “'wohundred and eleven 
ewes and theaves fetched three thoufand three hundred and 
fifteen guincas—on the average feventeen guineas each; and 
one lot of five ewes was fold for three hundred and ten guineas! 

Such was the refpect paid to Mr. Bakewell in his lifetime. 
To conclude, that he was fufliciently rewarded, would be to 
withhold his due, if we confider the money and honours that 
are beftowed on projects far lefs beneficial than his. Perhaps at 
fome future period, the civic crown and public monuments 
will be awarded to fuch characters in preference to the more 
doubtful claims of the warrior and the ftatefman. 

Mr. Bakewell, at the time of his death, was verging on his 
70th year ; ashe had never been married, his bufinefs devolves 
to Mr. Honeyborn, his nephew; and itis a fortunate Circume 
ftance for the public that this gentleman is poflefled of genius 
and enterprize fimilar to that of his predeccflor. In perfon, 
Mr. Bakewell! was tall, broad fet, and in his latter years, rather 
3F 2 inclined 
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inclined tocorpulence. His countenance befpoke intelligence, 
activity, anda high degree of benevolence. His manners were 
frank and pleafing, and well calculated to maintainthe exten- 
five popularity he had acquired. His domeftic arrangements at 
Difhley were formed on a fcale of hofpitality to ftrangers that 
gained him univerfal efteem ; of the numerous vifitants in- 
duced by curiofity to call at his houte, none ever left it without 
having reafon to extol the liberality of its owner. Many in- 
terefting anecdotes are related of his humanity towards the 
various orders of animals; he continually deprecated the 
atrocious barbarities practifed by butchers and drovers; 
fhewing, by example on his own farm, the moft pleafing 
inftances of docility in the animals under his care. In fine, 
without the introduction of unmeaning panegyric, Mr. Bake- 
well was exactly fuch a character as every well-meaning man 
would wifh to be. His vices were few, and without name; 
his virtues fuch as moft men ought to imitate ; and his utility 
was of fuch extenfive confequenee, as to bea proper objet of 
emulation to all men. 

He departed this life on Thurfday, O&ober 1, 1795, after a 
tedious illnefs, which he bore with the philofophical fortitude 
that ever diftinguifhed his character, 


HISTORY of the GUILLOTINE, 


N the acceffion of Henry VII. in confequence of the 
many thefts committed by idle vagabonds in {tealing 
cloth from the tenters at Halifax, in Yorkthire, an A& was 
pafled, called * the Halifax Law,” by which the magi(trates 
were empowered to proceed againft the offenders, and punifh 
them with the lofs of their lives. 

On conviction, the criminal was (one week after fentence) 
carried tothe place of execution, and beheaded in the following 
fingular manner : 

On a {fcaffold erected for the purpofe, an engine was fixed, 
within which hung an axe, with a vait weight of lead on its 
back, and being pulled up to a certain height, was prevented 
from falling by a ftrong wooden pin, till the criminal had 
finithed his devotions, when the pin was pulled out, and the axe 
failing down with a great force, cut off the head of tne males 
factor at one ftroke. 

The fame machine was ufed in beheading thofe who ftole 
horfes, or any kind of cattle ; but the form was different, 
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The beaft ftolen was led to the place of execution with the 
thief, and fixed by a rope teva pin that fupported the axe, tilla 
fignal was given by a bailiff, whole fervant whipped the creas 
ture away, and the criminal was beheaded in a moment by the 
fall of the axe. 

This machine remained in ufe at Halifax till the year 
1620, when it was removed; but the bafe on which the 
fcaffold ftood, ftill remains, and there is an afcent to it bya 
flight of fteps. 

The Earl of Moreton, Chancellor and Regent of Scotland 
during the minority of James VI. being on a vifit to the Court 
of Queen Elizabeth, happened to fee one of thefe executions, 
and carried a model of the machive with him to Edinburgh, ia 
order to behead {uch of the nobility as offended againft his 
government, for he was hated by all ranks of people ; but the 
King taking upon himfelf the management of pu tlic affairs, 
the Earl was accufed of the murder of the King’s father, and 
being found guilty, was beheaded with the machine prepared 
by him for others, and was the firit that fuffered by it in Scot- 
land. From that time it was ufed in beheading Peers, and 
perfons of high rank. ‘The laft perfon who fuffered by it was 
a Mr. Hamilton, for the murder of an innkeeper at Edinburgh, 
about eighty years ago. [cis now laid up ina room adjoining 
the Council Chamber. ‘The people call it the Maiden, for 
what reafon we are ignorant, and it is often fhewn to ftrangers, 
as a matter of curiolity. 





An Account of the Eruption of Mount Vefuvius in Fune 
and fuly, 1794. . 

[In a Letter from the Right Hon. Sir William Hamilton, K. B. 
I. R. S. to Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. P. K.S. and read at the 
Royal Society, January 15, 1795-] 

SIR, Naples, Auguf? 25, 1794+ 
}) VERY day produces fome new publication relative to 
the late tremendous eruption of Mount Vefuvius, fo that 
the various phanomena that attended it will be found on re- 
cord in either one or other of thefe publications, and are not 
in that danger of being paffed over and forgotten, as they were 
formerly, when the ftudy of natural hiftory was either totally 
neglected, or treated of in a manner very unworthy of the 


Great Author of Nature. 1 am forry to fay, that even fo late 
as 
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asin the accounts of the earthquakes in Calabria in 1783, 
printed at Naples, nature is taxed with being malevolent, and 
bent upon deftruction. Ina printed account of another great 
eruption of Mount Vefuvius in 1631, by Artonio Santorelli, 
Door of Medicine, and Profeflor of Natural Philofophy in 
the Univerfity of Naples, and at the head of the fourth chapter 
of this book, are thefe words: “* Se quefto incendio fia opera de’ 
demonti ??? Whethér this eruption be the work of devils ? 
The account of an eruption of Vefuvius in 1737, publifhed 
at Naples by Dr. Serao, is of a very different caft, and does 
great honour to his memory, All great eruptions of volca- 
noes muft naturally produce nearly the fame phenomena, and 
in Serao’s book almoft all the phenomena we have been wit- 
nefs to during the late eruption of Vefuvius, are there admira- 
bly defcribed, and well accounted for. The claffical accounts 
of the eruption of Vefuvius, which deftroyed the towns of 
Herculaneum and Pompeii, and many of the exifting printed 
accounts of its great eruption in 1631, (although the latter 
are mixed with puerilities) might pafs for an account of the 
Jate eruption, by only changing the date, and omitting that 
circumftance of the retreat of the fea from the coaft, which 
happened in both thofe great eruptions, and not in this; and 
I might content myfelf by referring to thofe accounts, and 
affuring you at the fame time, that the late eruption, after 
thofe two, appears to have been the moft violent recorded in 
hiftory, and infinitely more alarming than either the eruption 
of 1767, or that of 1779, of both of which I had the honour 
of giving a particular account to the Royal Society. How- 
ever, E think it my duty rather to hazard being guilty of repe- 
tition than to neglect the giving you every fatisfation in my 
power, relative to the late formidable operation of nature. 
You know, Sir, that with the kind affifance of the Father 
Antonio Piaggi, of the order of the Scole Pie, who has re- 
fided many years at Refina, onthe very foot of Mount Vefu- 
vius, and ip the full view of it, 1 am in pofieffion of an exact 
diary of tha: volcano, from the year 1779 tothis day, and 
which is alfo accompanied with drawings. It is plain, from 
fome remarks in that diary, previous to this eruption, that a 
great one was expected, and that we were apprehenfive of the 
mifchief that might probably attend the falling in of the 
crater, which had been much contraéted within thefe two 
years paft, by the great emiffion of fcoriz and afhes from time 
to time, and which had alfo increafed the height of the volcano, 
and nearly filled up its craters ‘The frequent flight eruptions 
9 of 
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of lava for fome years paft have iffued from near the fummit, 
and ran in fmall channels in different Jtre€tions down the 
flanks of the mountain, and from running in covered chan- 
nels, had often an appearance as if they came immediately out 
of the fides of Vefuvius, but fuch lavas had not fufficient 
force to reach the cultivated parts at the foot of the moun- 
tain. In the year 1779, the whole quantity of the lava in 
fufion having been at once thrown up with violence out of the 
crater of Vefuvius, and a great part of it falling, and cooling 
on its cone, added much to the folidity of the walls of this 
huge natural chimaey, if I may be allowed fo to cail it, and 
has not of late years allowed of a fufficient difcharge of lava 
to calm that fermentation, which by the fubterrancous noifes 
heard at times, and by the exp!ofions of fcoriz and afhes, was 
known to exift within the bowels of the volcano; fo that the 
eruptions of late years, before this laft, have, as I have faid, 
been fimply from the lava having boiled over the crater, the 
fides being fufficiently ftrong to confine it, and oblige it to 
rife and overflow. ‘I‘he mountain had been remarkably quiet 
for feven months before its late eruption, nor did the ufual 
{moke iffue from its crater, but at times it emitted {mall clouds 
of {moke, that floated in the air in the fhape of little trees. It 
was remarked by the Father Antonio di Petrizzi,a Capuchin 
friar, (who has printed an account of the late eruption) from 
his convent clofe to the unfortunate town of Torre del Greco, 
that for fome days preceding this eruption a thick vapour was 
feen to furround the mountain, about a quarter of a mile be- 
neath its crater, as it was remarked by him, and others at the 
fame time, that both the fun and the moon had often an unufual 
seddifh caft. 

The water of the great fountain at Torre del Greco began 
to decreafe fome days before the ecuption, fo that the wheels of 
acorn mill, worked by that water, moved very flowly 5 it wa 
necefjary in all the ether wells of the town and its ne:ghbour- 
hood to Jengthen the ropes daily, in order to reach at the 
water; and ome of the wells became quite dry. Although 
moft of the inhabitants were fenfible of this phwnomenon, 
not one of them feems to have fulpected the true caufe of it. 
It has been well atteited, that eight days before the eruption, 
aman and two boys, being in a vineyard above Torre del 
Greco (and precifely on the {pot where one of the new mouths 
opened, from whence the principal current of lava that de-~ 
ftroyed the town iflued), were much alarmed by a fudden puff 
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of {moke that came out of the earth clofe to them, and was 
attended with a fligst explofion. 

Had this circumitance, with that of the fubterraneous noifes 
heard at Refina for two days before the eruption (with the ad» 
ditional one of the decreafe of water in the wells, as above. 
mentioned) been communicated at the time, it would have re+ 
guired no great forefight to have been certain that an eruption 
of the volcano was near at hand, and that its force was directed 
particularly toward that part of the mountain. 

On the 12th of June, in the morning, there was a violent 
fall of rain, and foon after the inhabitants of Refina, fituate 
diretly over the ancient town of Herculaneum, were fenfible 
of 2 rumbling fubterraneous noife, which was not heard at Nas 
ples. 

From the month of January to the month of May laft, the 
atmofphere was generally calm, and we had continued dry 
weather. Inthe month of May we had a little rain, but the 
weather was unufuaily fultry. For fome days preceding the 
eruption, the Duke Della Torre, a learned and ingenious noe 
bleman of this country, and who has publifhed two letters 
upon the fubject of the late eruption, obferved by his electro- 
meters that the atmofphere was charged in excefs with the 
ele&tric fluid, and ,continued fo for feveral days during the 
eruption: There are many other curious obfervations in the 
Duke's account of the late eruption. 

About eleven o’clock at night of the 12th of June, at Na- 
ples we were all fenfible of a violent fhock of an earthquake ; 
the undulatory motion was evidently from eaft to weit, and 
appeared to me to have lafted near half a minute. The fky, 
which had been quite clear, was foon aftet covered with black 
clouds. The inhabitants of the towns and villages, which are 
very numerous at the foot of Vefuvius, felt this earthquake 
ftill mere fenfibly, and fay, that the fhock at firft was from the 
bottom upward, after which followed the undulation from eaft 
to weft. This earthquake extended al! over the Campagna 
Felice; and their Sicilian Majeftics were pleafed to tell me, 
that the Royal Palace at Caferta, which is fifteen miles from 
this city, and one of the molt magnificent and folid buildings 
in Europe (the walls being eighteen feet thick) was thook in 
fuch a manner as to caufe great alarm, and that all the chamber 
bells rang. It was likewile much felt at Beneventum, about 
thirty miles from Naples ; and at Ariano in Puglia, which is 
ata much greater diftance; both thefe towns have been often 
afflicted with earthquakes. 

(Io be continued.) 
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On the Prevalence of [vase Manners over the Laws in 
France, during the Reign of Henry the Fourth. 


By N. W. WRAXALL. 
EFIANCES and challenges to fingle combat, as proofs 


of veracity, had now fallen into total difufe under Henry 
the Fourth. The Duke of Mayenne, calumniated by the 
Spanith Ambaflador, the Duke of Feria, befought of Philip 
the Second to permit and to authorizz him to affert his innoe 
cence in fingle combat againft his adverfary, as well as to 
name the place and arms with which they fhould engage. 
Philip feems to have treated the requeft with filent*difregard. 
Only three years before, in 1591, the Earl of Effex, come 
manding the Englifh auxiliaries in the royal camp before 
Rouen, fent a cartel to Villars, the General of the League 
within the city, conceivedin thefe words: ‘ If you will fight, 
either on horfeback or on foot, armed or in your wailtcoat, 
I will: maintain, that the quarrel of the King is more juft than 
that of the League, that 1 am better than you, and that my 
miftrefs is handfomer than your’s. If you fhould decline 
coming alone, I will bring with me twenty, the worft of whom 
fhall be an antagonift worthy of a Colonel; or fixty, the leaft 
a Captain’ Villars accepted the challenge, but declined aban» 
doning his public duty to engage in a private combat, till cire 
cumftances fhould juftify fuch acondu@. To the two firk 
aflertigns contained in Effex’s cartel, he gives the lie in the 
moft unequivecal and formal manner: But, as to the fupe~ 
tiority of their refpective miftrefles in point of beauty, he 
{peaks with more caution, as well as indifference, contenting 
himfelf with doubting it, and treating it as in itfelf an object 
which gave him little concern. No confequences followed 
from the defiance. Effex always wore Esizabeth’s glove faf- 
tened to the loop of his hat, while conductiig her forces to 
the aid of Henry. 

The frenzy of duelling was one of the moft charaCeriftic 
features of the age; and the impunity which attended them, 
loudly acculed the injudicious lenity, or the criminal negligence 
of the government. L’Etoile afferts, that between the ac 
ceflion of Henry the Fourth and the year 1607, at leaft four 
thoufand French gentlemen perifhed in thefe encounters: He 
adds, that, far from the computation being an exaggerated 
one, it would be eafy to verify the lift in the moft accurate 
manner. The dead bodies of thofe who fell, were interred 
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without ceremony, asa matter of courfe, in which juftice 
had little intereft. A defperate and fuccefsful ducllift ob. 
tained not only pardon, but enjoyed the moft diftinguifhed 
confideration in the court. 

If we would with to form an idea of the received modes of 
thinking and acting, in affairs of honour among men of cons 
dition, we may do it by reviewing the principal circumf{tances 
of the memorable duel, fought in 1599 between Don Phi- 
lippin, natural fon of Emanuel Philibert, Duke of Savoy, and 
the Marquis of Crequi. It originated from an affertion made 
by the latter, that, at the capture of a {mall fortreis fituated 
among the Alps, he had got pofleffion of a f{carf belonging to 
Philippin. ‘The Savoyard conceiving himfelf infulted by 
fuch a declaration, feut a challenge to Crequi. It was ace 
cepted; and at their meeting the baftard was wounded, which 
terminated the conteft. Charles Emanucl, Duke of Savoy, 
indignant at hearing that Crequi boafted of having “ drawn 
the blood of Savoy,”” commanded his brother, on pain of his 
difpleafure, inftantly to wipe out fo infolent an 2ffront to their 
common family. Philippin obeyed, though, it would feem, 
not without relu€tance, and many delays. A fecond cartel 
was fent to Crequi, who received the fummons with alacrity. 
As it appeared, neverthelefs, to be too open and indecent a 
violation of the laws prohibiting ducls, for Lefdiguieres, who 
was Governor of Dauphine, to permit his fon-in-law, Crequi, 
to mecthis antagonift onthe French territories; the fcene of 
action was fixed in a little ifland formed by the Rhone, in the 
dominions of Savoy: The meadow was mowed, in order to 
prevent any ambuicade or furprize. It was ftipulated thet 
the two combatants fhould fight on foot in their fhizts, armed 
with a fword and a poniard. Only a fingle fecond was to be 
prefent on either fide, and they were not to be feparated till 
one was killed. ‘Twelve gentlemen of the rcfpeAive countries 
were ftationed at acertaindiftance, who, after the termination 
of the ducl, were to take poflegion of the body of the van- 
guifhed champion, and to protect the victor from harm. A 
long debate arofe, wnether the feconds ibould engage, which 
they warmly demanded, efteeming it difhonourable to be only 
ipectators of the danger of their triends 3 but it was at length 
determined, that the principals alone fhould decide the con- 
teft. Previousto the ducl, each of the combatants under 
went a fearch, for the purpote of afcertaining that they neither 
had concealed arms nor enchantments. Crequi, futtering his 
adveriary to exhau% his firft fury, watched an opportunity, 
transhixed 
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transfixed him with his fword, and commanded him to afk his 
life. ‘The baftard difdained it, and expired on the fame even- 
ing. Crequi repafling the river, returned to Grenoble un- 
wounded, and covered with glory. 

In 1602, Henry the Fourth endeavoured to reprefs the fury 
of duels, by iffuing an ediét of the moft rigorous nature: Ie 
inflited the punifhment of death, not only on the perfon fend- 
ing, but on him who accepted a challenge under any circume 
ftances.. Confifcution of effe&ts, and every prohibition which 
could imprefs with terror, or deter from an appeal to the fword, 
were added. ‘ Never,”’ fays De Thou, was a more wife or 
refpectable law promulgated, nor ever was any fo ill obferved.” 
The facility of the King, importunity, merit, or favour, ob- 
ftructed its execution, and refcued the culprit from the purfuit 
of juftice, Wearied at length with the perpetual infractions 
committed, and deeply fenfible to the devaftation made among 
the upper clafles of his fubjecéts by fo pernicious a cuftom, 
Henry, only about ten months before his death, publifhed a 
fecond ediét, in which, to all the other penalties, was joined 
degradation from the rank of nobility. He even bound him- 
felf by a folemn and public oath, never to pardon an offender, 
even at the folicitation of the Queen. The fhort period which 
elapfed between its publication and his own affaflination, left 
its operation a matter of doubt. Under Mary of Medecis, 
the vigour of the laws was relaxed; and it was referved for 
Louis the Fourteenth, by wholefome feverity, to impofe fome 
reftraint ona practice fo general and deftrutive, 

Daring the licence of the civil wars, every crime which is 
produced by anarchy and contempt of the royal authority, was 
perpetrated with impunity. Murders were committed not 
only by the defperate and the indigent, but they were coolly 
and premeditately enjoined by perlons of the higheft quality, 
and carried into execution with every circumftance of noto- 
riety. Aff-ffination was as often a meafure of ftate, or an 
act of policy, asa gratification of private enmity and revenge. 
When the Duke of Mayenne received intimation that Mene- 
lay, Governor of La Fere, had betrayeda difpolition to deliver 
up the place to the King, he fent thither Colas, Lieutenant of 
his Guards. That emiflary arriving, and accompanied by a 
chofen band of adherents, baving met with Menelay as he re 
turned from the celebration of mafs, inftantly fell upon and 
difpatched him. The government of La Fere was his re= 
compence for fo atrocious an act. In 
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In the murder of Marthal St. Pol at Rheims, three years 
afterwards, we ftrongly trace the f{pirit of the time, when the 
great confidered themfelves as emancipated from every res 
{traint impofed on their paffions or interefts. That officer had 
rifen from a very humble condition, to an extraordinary height 
Of power and confideration, under the Duke of Guife, affafi- 
nated at Blois: His talents, adherence, and intrepidity, fur- 
mounted the impediments arifing from the meannefs of his 
extraction. After the death of his patron, he had received 
ftom the Dake of Mayenne, as head of the League, the pro- 
Vifional fuperintendance of the province of Champagne, dur- 
ing the non-age and imprifonment of the young Duke of 
Guile, the hereditary Governor, detained in the caftle of 
Tours. In this elevated fituation he not only maintained 
himfelf by his courage and capacity, but he had been fubfe- 
quently raifed to the dignity of a Marthal of France, by 
Mayenne. Unable, on account of the obfcurity of his origin, 
to obtain from the King a confirmation either of his civil or 
mifitary titles, he had thrown himfelf inte the Spanith faction, 
With a view to retain the exclufive pofleflion of Rheims, he 
introduced into the city fome foreign forces; nor could the 
moft preffing folicitations of the Duke of Guile, who, having 
efcaped from confinement, defired to refume his government, 
induce St. Pol to difmifs the auxiliaries. Irritated at his re- 
fufal, and anxious to recover Rheims, even by the commiffion 
of a crime, if other means were ineffectual, the Duke, while 
affeting to engage in amicable expoftulation with St. Pol, 
drew his fword ; and before the other could put himfelf ina 
pofture of detence, laid him dead by a fingle thruft. The 
body, ftripped, and in a ftate of nudity, was long left a 
wretched fpe€tacle for the inhabitants. ‘I’o complete the hor- 
ror of fo fouland treacherous a tranfaGtion, it was committed 
in the prefence, and with the approbation of the Duke of 
Mayenne. The poffeffion of Rheims enabled his nephew to 
purchafe advantageous terms from the crown, with which he 
foon afterwards opened a negociation, Henry gladly ex- 
tended a pardon to Guile for every patt offence, and reccived 
into his obedience the province of Champagne. 

Encouraged by fuch examples ; fecure of the tacit, or even 
fpecific obliteration of all their crimes, on fubmiffion to the 
‘King; and accuftomed to aét, each in their feparate command, 
#s independant chiefs, the leaders trampled on every moral or 
political reftraint. Too many-proofs of this fact occur in the 


annals of the period, We find the Sieur du Pieflis in 1598, 
exacting, 
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exacting, rather than obtaining the abolition of various murders 
aggravated by perfidy, and which ought to have conducted him 
to the moft ignominious end. But he was in poffeffion of caf- 
tles, which it imported him to reduce, and whofe furrender 
guaranteed his fafety. If we may believe the teftimony of the 
criminal himfelf, who was executed at Meaux, the Arca-Duke 
Albert entertained in his fervice an aflaffin, at about 3). fterling 
a month, who had undertaken to difpatch Henry the Fourth 
with a crofs-bow of anew invention. We ought not, 
however, lightly to permit ourfelves to credit thefe accufations, 
often the offspring of. credulity, error, or malignity. The 
nobility who adhered to the royal caufe, were not more {crue 
pulous in the ufe of expedients to accomplifh their projects af 
vengeance, than the followers of the League. In 1595, the 
Count de Chaunes and the Marquis d’Humieres, two men of 
the higheft quality, caufed their wives tobe murdered: jealoufy 
produced, in both cafes, fo tragical a fcene. One of them was 
ftrangled with her own hair by pertons mafjued, and the other 
was drowned by her hufband himfelf, Neither enquiry nor 
punifhment followed thefe enormities. 








Farther Account of the newly-difcovered Gold Mine at 
Rathdum, in Ireland, dated Dublin, Oober 11, 1795. 


(Continued from Page 310.) 
ee have no doubt read an account of a gold mine 


difcovered in the Wicklow Mountains, and of confidere 
able quantities of gold found there being fold in Dublin by the 
country people. “The account I now give you is not from 
vague report, but from the lips of a very particular friend of 
mine, a goldimith and jeweller of this city, who has been the 
whole of the laft week at the mine whence he returned laft 
night, and has brought a fample of this precious metal, fix 
ounces weight, and for which he pofitivety paid, in the ftate it 
came from the earth, without fielting or refining, 41. fterling 
per ounce ; fuch is the extraordinary purity and finenefs of the 
gold, and fo well are the country people who find it acquainted 
withats value. This fpecimen lies, at the moment | write, 
before me: Itis in lumps, from an ounce and a half to half 
an ounce and a penny weight: Itis inthe ftate which nature 
formed it, among the fands and pebbles, which are wathed from 


it; itis totally tree from quartz or apy other mixture. i. 
e 
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The.defcription my friend gives of theplace is briefly this: 
The ftream, from the banks and bed of which the gold is got, 
is about two feet wide, and runs in a fharp valley between two 
fteep mountains, the one called Bali-an-valey, and the other 
Bally-na-fallogue, about four miles from Arklow, or the 
Wicklow fide: This ftream, gufhing from the fide of ahill, 
runs a courfe of about three miles between thofe two moun- 
tains, which alcend fteeply on each fide from its brink, and 
terminates in a little bog or moor, where its waters mix with 
thofe of the fwamp; and in this bog, and along the bed of 
this ftreamlet, the fearch for gold has for fome weeks paft been 
directed with aftonithing faccefs, ‘The miners who feek ‘it, 
are but very ill {killed in the fcience of mineralogy ; they are 
the fimple peafantry of the neighbourhood, and either purfue 
their fearch by fcrambling in the fand and’ mud, or by digging 
holes at random from the fides of the ftream into the bale of 
the mountains, of various depths from two to five fect, where 
they find the metal in its rude ftate in the fiffures of the brokea 
rock, or attached to Jumps of quartz or petrified water, 
While the men purfue this laborious art of the work, ‘the 
women carefully wafh the bog-mud, fand, and exfodiated clayy 
in large wooden platters, and find the gold in fmall flat grains 
likebattered fhot, but quite pure. In this wild manner ‘only 
has the fearch hitherto gone forward ; and my friend aflures 
me, that a quantity worthtwelve or fourteen thoufand pounds 
has thus been procured within a very few weeks. Hefore he 
went to the country, acountry fellow came into his fhop, and 
offered him for fale a quantity of about ten pounds weight, ih 
grains and lumps, and demanded for it 4). per ounce; but he 
did not then think fit to purchale it. A vait quantity has, 

however, been fold in town in various weights. 

In the lat three weeks there has been an irregular encamp- 
men? of the mountain Tartars at the place, to the number of 
near four thoufaid, interfperfed with plenty of ale and whifky 
tents. The gold-finders work day and night, and fuch is the 
avidity, that the laboureis have quitted their harveft, and con- 
figned it to rot on the furface of the earth, in order to feek 
a golden harveft in its bowels; even the fervant maids of all the 
furrounding farmers, aid alfo of Arlow town, have quitted 
their places, and betake themfelves to tne adventurous re- 
fearches of this New Peru. 

My friend faw in the hands of a Mr. Atkinfon, agent to 
Lord Carysfort, on whofe eltate part of this mine is fituated, 
a lump of quartz, with an incruitation of pure gold attached 
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to it, for which he offered him 80 guineas, but the fum was 
refufed. A weaver in the neighbourhood h2s had in ufe for 
the laft ten years,a lump of rich gold ore, which he ufed asa 
two pound weight; and fince which he had broken feveral 
pieces with an hammer, in order to adjuft it to this weight, 
believing it to be nothing better than a lump of rich copper 
ore, with which the mountains in the neighbourhood abound— 
the famous mine of Ballymurtaugh, working at prefent by 
Carnack and Co. being but feven miles from the place. The 
two pound. weight, however, has been configned to the crue 
cille, and turned out a treafure. 

The bowels of the adjacent mountains may be, as they are 
conjectured to be, full of gold, from thofe unufually rich 
{pecimens that have been fo abundantly found. The owners of 
the foil, and to whom the royalties belong, are Lord Carysfort, 
the Earl of Arran, and the Earl of Ormond, 

I feel, that while I relate to you thefe circumftances, you will 
fill feel ome qualms of incredulity; but you may fafely ‘reft 
fatisfied of the facts I ftate, which can be attefted by a thou- 
fand affidavits, if neceflary. 

The difcovery of this gold mine there is not new, though it 
has been a fecret in the family of the Rofils thereabouts 
upwards of thirteen years, who found and fold confiderable 
quantities of it from time to time ; but ajunior branch of the 
family, in company with an oldex friend, when he found a 
large lump of gold, claimed half, but was retufed ; and on 
hreatening to difclofe the family fecret, received a de{perate 
beating, which prompted him to fulfil his threats, and thus the 
matter got wind. 





An ANECDOTE. 


N the epifcopacy of the late Dr. Smith, Bifhop of Lime- 
rick, the wile of a poor fhoemaker was taken dar ngero vufly 
ill; andat the point of death, he fent out his appren tice fora 
Proteitant clergyman, to come and acm inifter to paling la& 
rites of the church. The boy, after ftaying out near two 
hours, returned out of breath, conduaing the Lord Bit hop to 
the tick woman’s comfort. 

The poor facemaker, aftonifked and overwhelmed with 
veneration and gratitude ae: the honour of his vifit, began to 
exprets his furprite and his thanks for fo unexpected a favour, 
excuug himielf from aay i idea of prefuming to trouble his 
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Lordfhip, and reprimanding his boy for daring to trouble the 
Bithop. 

Young Crifpin excufed himfelf, by faying he was afraid to 
come back without the Clargyto his poor dying miftrefs: 
That having gone to all the journeymen in town, without being 
able to perfus ide any of them to come, he had refolved to apply 
to the ma/fler himfelf, who was fo kind as to come along with 
him. 

The Bifhop, who was not a little diverted with the candour 
and fimplicity of this account, defired to hear no apologies for 
being cailed to do the works of his own Divine Matter, pro- 
mifing however, to call his journeymen toa ftrict account for 
their unchriftian conduct—and he was as good as his word. 





AN ANECDOTE. 


YMINGTON, in Hamphhire, is faid to have been thrice 
plundered by the French ; and it was invaded a fourth 
time, but faved from pillage by the addrefs of a woman :-— 

“ A party of thefe marauders had landed on a fimilar fcheme 
of depredation: But the leader of it being extremely hungry, 
determined to fatiate his appetite before he completed the 
purpofe of his vift. The tutelary genius of the place di- 
rected him tothe habitation of a Madam Dore, a perfon of 
fome confequence, who at that inftant was feated at a plentiful 
’ table. 

“ The abrupt entrance of the foreign vifitor difcovered to 
her ina moment the danger which threatened the town and its 
inhabitants. ‘There was no time for deliberation, An intui- 
tive quicknefs of thought, and an uncommon degree of forti- 
tude, pointed out to her, immediately, the proper line of bee 
haviour, She received the Frenchman, and his boiftcrous 
retinue, with the greateft affability ; produced all the delicacies 
of ker houfe; and enlivened the repatt with many fprightly 
remarks, and the moft unreftrained pleafantry. 

“ The Commander, wio pofleficd, 1 pretume, a large fhare 
of national gallantry, was fo tafcinated by the winning manners 
and profute bounty of his generous hotte{s, that he facrificed 
his intereft to his gratitude, and Jeft the town without perpe- 
trating the leaft act of devaftation or exaction.”—Warner’s 
Topographical Remarks on Hampthire. 
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COATS of ARMS. 


HE invention of coats of arms, or armorial bearings, 

was derived from the crufades. By thefe the chiefs of 

the crufade were diftinguifhed under heavy iron armour, which 

entirely covered their bodies. Hence fprang heraldry, which 

has been attended to and cultivated as a fcience, when ftudies 
much more valuable were entirely neglected. 








—j 


Anfwer, by F. K. of Langport, to the Rebus, inferted Fune 29. 
REDITON,;, Sir, without a doubt, 


Your myftic rebus will make out. 

*§* We have received the like anfwer from T. Tocker, of 
Tregony; W. Brewer, of Taunton; W. Hoare, of Deaa 
Prior; J. Turner, of Langport; Rofebud, of Welt Coker; 
P. of Dorfet; Philmo; Thomas Whicker, Exon; and H.C, 
Granger, of Teingmouth. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to F. Bulgin’s Enigmn, in= 
Jerted Fune 29. 


5S gees Ceres fmiles upon our ifle 
How pleafant ’tis to fee; 
The fields with WHEAT are ripening on 
With food for you and me. 

*/* We have received the like anfwer from Rofebud, of 
Weit Coker; J. Sibly, near Bodmin; J, Sanders, of Giyna 
Mill; B.C. Fowler, of Chard academy; N. Coles, junior, of 
Crediton; P. of Dorfet; Philmo; and J. Hill, near Helftoa. 


A REBUS, by TZ. Pafmore, of Beer. 


MPRIMIS, gents, produce a fruit 5 
And then a river’s name add to’t; 

A veffel us’d in boiling thew ; 
Now half a charm prefent to view3 
Laftly a hooked letter fure, 
With them combined will explore, 
An animal that was well known 
To ancient fages of renown, 


Vor, XXVI, 664. 3H tn 
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4n ANAGRAM, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


E wits of penetrating fenfe, 
Invert a right of _precedenc, 
Then inftantly it will produce 
What is of plants the vital juice; 
Tranfpofe it then, a ferpent you, 
Undoubtedly will bring to view. 

















































4n ENIGMA, by Sobrius, of Sutton 


PECTATORS, with an eager with or will, 
Behold me from the fummit of an hill, 

‘They there, tho’ at a diftance fairly view, 
My wide or narrow form, and varied hue. 
With fplendour am I deck’d by nature’s laws, 
Direéted by the great All-wife, Firft Caufe ; 
Large cities, towns, and country places do 
Appear with me upon a level true. 
Trees, fhrubs, and plants, and herbs, and flowers abound, 
Where I’m in all the richeft fragrance found ; 
The heavy long-horn’d ox and lacteal cow, 
The fpeedy horfe and bleating theep, do bow 
At my kind prefence—oft in me they breed, 
And have a full fupply of all they need. 
The hoary frott, the gentle dew and rain, 
And deepeft fnow, fometimes I do fuftain ; 
The oppofite to me doth often fend 
Variety of things, which have their end 
Among the foaming waves of yon high fea, 
Both hurried on, and tofs’d by night and day ; 
lam where Jovely peace and plenty reign, 
And where thy hardy fighting men are flain; 
If you, oh! friendly bards, fome hift’ries read. 
You'll find that valiant kings and chiefs did tread 
The hoftile ground, where they were wont to fee 
Their enemics attending upon me. 
The awful hades of death along me move, 
As David in his facred works did prove. 
Writers of profe two fyllables do chufe 
For me to have—while bards poetic ufe 
But one. Ye witty youths, pray now reveal 
What thefe few verfes faintly do conceal, 


9 POETRY. 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
Lines addreffed to a Young Lady on her joining the Choir in finging 
the 63d Hymn of Dr. Watts’s Firft Book, after bearing a Sere 


ae mon preached on Revelations, Vv. 9. 


O thee, fair maid, {weet melody belongs, 

' May you, with angels, emulate the fongs 
Of the redeem’d; who in full chorus join, 

And tune their harps to melody divine. 
In rapt’rous notes to mortal ears unknown, 
They proftrate fall before the Eternal Throne! 
May you anticipate while here below, 
Unmingled joys which from God’s prefence flow, 
*T will raife your voice to itill fublimer ftrains, 
*T will aid your flight to the etherial plains; 
Where no difcordant note fhall grate your ear, 
Or fin moleft, or heart-diftreffing care, 
ad, Shall intervene—your fong will ever be, 
** Worthy, worthy, the Lamb, who dy’d for me!” 





For the WeexLty ENTERTAINER. 


Stanzas, occaftoned by the Death of three Children in one Family, 
in the Courfe of a few Days, in Wiltfire, humbly addreffed ta 


their Parents. 


HAT hath Death done! This fudden breach 

Should us an ufeful leffon teach : 
Teach us that ‘* lifeis but a fpan ;”’ 
‘Teach us what a frail thing is man ; 
Teach us how weak our hopes are plann’d, 
To build on rock, not tratt to fand ; 
‘Teach us, who're parents, not to prize 
Thofe joys we vainly idolize, 
And call our own, at fuch a rate, 
But mark the tranfient lot of fate ; 
Mark the wife hand of Heaven’s decree, 
And live for immortality, 


I grant, my friends, the parting figh 
Is deeply felt—’tis hard to die! 

Yet let me wipe the mourning tear 

With comfort’s hand—you’ve nought to fear ; 
Fallin the arms of refignation, 

Your children joy in ‘* Chrift’s falvation ;” ‘ 
pall’ 
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Call’d from a world of vice and woe, 
They now celeftial comforts know ; 
And when the curtain of your fate 
Veils your probationary ftate, 
Unfpotted may your f{pirits rife, 

And join your children in the fkies. 


Somerfet/bire, Ofober 2, 1795+ 





INSCRIPTION of a MAGDALEN. 


Wretched victim of a quick decay, 

Reliev'd from life, on humble bed of clay 5 
The laft, and only refuge for my woes, 
A loft, love-ruin’d female I repofe ; 
From the fad hour I liften’d to his charms, 
And fell, half fore’d—into perfidious arms, 
Tothat, whofe awful veil hides every fault, 
Shelt’ring my fufPrings in this welcome vault. 
When pamper’d, ftarv’d, abandon’d, or in drink, 
My thoughts were rack’d in ftriving not to think, 
I darft not look on what I was before; 
My foul fhrunk back, and with’d to be no more. 
Nor could rejeéted confcience claim the pow’r 
T’ impofe the impa!fe of one fecret hour : 
Cover’d with guilt, infe€tion, debt, and want— 
My homea brothel, and the {treet, my haunt. 
Full feven long years of infamy |’ve pin’d, 
And fondl'd, loath’d, and prey*d upon mankind, 
*Til] the full courfe of fin and vice gone thro’ 
My fhatter'd fabric fail’d at twenty-two. 
Then death, withev'ry horror in his train, 
Here clos’d the fcene of riot guilt, and pain. 
Ye fair aflociates of my op’ning bloom, 
Oh come and weep, and profit'at my toinb! 
Let my fhort youth and blighted beauty prove 
‘The fatal poifon of unlawful love. 
Oh think how quick my foul career I ran, 
The dupe of paflion, vanity, and man, 
Then fhun the paths where gay delufions thine, 
Be j;our’s the letion!—iad experience mine / 





VERSES, by a LADY. 
HE pearly tear from pity’s eye, 
Often gives the wretched eate ; 
And the {weet fympathetic fiigh 
For our woes are fure to pleafe. 
Friendthip is a mere profeffion, 
Fluttering in the blaze of day ; 
Scarce we think it in poffeffion, 
Shadow like, it dies away. 





















































